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A Personal View about Tsunami and Evacuation

O MAHERES (RARFH FHIR)

Yotaro HATAMURA, Professor Emeritus, The University of Tokyo

Abstract: An unprecedented tsunami hit the northeastern pacific coast ofJapan and left great damages to the area. A local
study revealed that many remained in the area despite evacuation orders given immediately after the earthquake. This
lecture discusses why people tend not to evacuate and how we can rescue them. Through our hearings from residents that
managed to escape the disaster of Otsuchi-cho and members of the fire company that led the evacuation, we learned that
those that did not evacuate had past experience of remaining the area and still avoiding disasters and had a sense of safety
from the costal levee. They remained from their judgment that there will only be minor damages from tsunami caused by
the earthquake then. This lecture explains what makes people think that way and suggests how to save such people from

disasters.
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